
  

 

Department of Energy Resources  

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 1020 

Boston, MA 02114 

Via E-mail: doer.biomass@state.ma.us 

RE: Massachusetts RPS Biomass Proposed Final Regulations 

Dear Department of Energy Resources,  

The undersigned residents of Massachusetts respectfully submit the following comments 

on the proposed Massachusetts Renewable Portfolio Standard Biomass Regulations.  

It is our opinion that burning wood for electricity production will negatively impact our 

forests, air quality, the public’s health and contribute unnecessarily to greenhouse gas 

emissions. We support the use of our limited public resources for energy conservation. 

In 2011, many of us requested a moratorium on all biomass electricity generation 

facilities for three years in order to fully study the financial, environmental and public 

health implications of biomass power plants. We view former Secretary Ian Bowles’ 

recommendations for regulations to be an inevitable compromise. His recommendation 

was that projects must achieve 60% efficiency to qualify for renewable energy credits.   

Regarding the April 2012 version of the biomass regulations, we thank DOER for 

adjusting the carbon accounting mechanism so that it follows the generally understood 

principles that forest residues do not have the same carbon profile as living carbon 

sequestering trees. Adjusting the provisions to protect the forest ecology by creating 

minimum retention standards for residues and placing some limits on the amount of 

residues that can be taken from the forest floor is an attempt to ensure that our forested 

land is protected from severe over harvesting.  

 

Given that the results of the Manomet study, which these regulations are presumably 

responding to, were based on using 75% efficiency for Combined Heat and Power, we 

are asking DOER to require that the minimum efficiency for all biomass electricity 

generators to be 60%. That includes “advanced” systems that your current proposal 

would reward with subsidies at 40% efficiency. 

The proposed regulation includes “Merchantable Bioproducts” in the calculations of the 

efficiency standards, an assessment that has no precedent in any state or country’s 

regulations and completely ignores scientific accounting methods. The creation of these 

bioproducts does not affect the efficiency of electricity production, and to include it as a 

way to improve the efficiency on paper is effectively asking ratepayers to help pay for the 

manufacturing of a product that will have its own market, and would give renewable 

energy credits to power projects that don’t meet the efficiency standards. Therefore, we 

request that counting “merchantable bioproducts” as part of the energy efficiency 

assessment be removed from the regulations. 



We question allowing licensed foresters who are being paid by land owners to harvest 

wood for biomass being the agents signing off on compliance with your proposed 

guidelines for allowable harvesting limits. We are requesting additional measures be put 

in place to correct this inherent conflict of interest.  

Our view is that our forested lands be considered first and foremost as resources for clean 

air, clear water, and important resources for wildlife habitat that most Massachusetts 

residents value. Therefore, we are asking that the guidelines continue to re-evaluate 

biomass harvesting with an eye toward maximum over all forest health and greenhouse 

gas sequestering capacity as a way to achieve our goal of slowing global warming.  

We thank you for your efforts in making standards that attempt to minimize the negative 

impacts of biomass energy production.  

Janet Andrews 

Greenfield, MA 

Lisa Appleton 

Family Nurse Practitioner 

Greenfield, MA 

Julia Bady 

Greenfield, MA 

F. Sheldon Ball 

Greenfield, MA 

Lynne K. Ballard  

Greenfield, MA 

Pierre A. Belhumeur, Architect  

Greenfield MA 

Melissa Bowles 

Greenfield, MA 

John Cevasco 

Northfield, MA 

Claire Chang 

Solar Store of Greenfield 

Greenfield, MA 

Howard Clark 

Greenfield, M  

 

Gregg Crawford 

Greenfield, MA   

Hazel Dawkins, Writer 

Greenfield, MA 

Edward Dawson 

Turners Falls, MA 

Patrick J. Devlin,  

Greenfield Town Council Vice President 

Greenfield, MA  

 

 

Angelica Dewey 

Hatfield, MA 

 

Barbara Foster, Concerned Citizen 

Gill, MA 

 

 

 

Dona Farishta, RN 

Greenfield, Mass  

 

Kenneth Garber 

Gill, MA 

Mark F.Garmalo, RN 

122 Barton Road,  

Greenfield, MA  01301  

Charlotte Gordon, RN 

Greenfield, MA 



Joan Grenier 

Granby MA 

Norman Hirschfeld 

Greenfield Town Councilor 

Greenfield, MA 

Mike  Hurley 

Westfield, MA 

Claudia Hurley 

Westfield, MA  

Yahara Katzeff 

Turners Falls, MA 

Gloria Kegeles 

Wendell Energy Committee Member. 

Wendell, MA    

S. H. Kosisky 

Greenfield, MA 

Cynthia-Carr Kramer  

Greenfield, MA  

Stefanie Krug 

Greenfield, MA 

Raymond S. Hartman 

Shelburne, MA 

Jim Hawkins 

Shelburne, MA  

William Keck 

Greenfield, MA 

Annette Kilminster 

Greenfield, MA 

Charlie Kosterman 

Greenfield, MA 

Sandy Kosterman 

Greenfield, MA  

Dale LaBonte 

Brimfield, MA 

Aaron La Pointe  

Gill, MA 

Kathleen LaPointe 

Montague, MA 

 

 

Wendy LaPointe 

Gill, MA 

 

 

Pamela Lovell 

Gill, MA 01354 

Glenn Lovell 

Gill, MA 

Seth Lustig 

Greenfield business owner  

Greenfield, MA 

Joe Malcovsky   

Russell, MA 

Janice Malcovsky   

Russell, MA 

Dorothy McIver 

Greenfield, MA 

James Melnik  

Shelburne Falls, MA  

 

Donna Mollard 

The House On The Hill B&B 

Greenfield, MA 

Ellen Myslicki  

Greenfield MA 

Alfred Myslicki  

Greenfield Ma 

Dr. Tom Neilson 

Greenfield, MA 

John Nordell 

Greenfield, MA  

 

 



Don Ogden 

The Enviro Show 

WXOJ-LP & WMCB 

Western Massachusetts 

Harriet HR Paine 

Shelburne Falls, MA 

Joseph Pagano 

Greenfield, MA 

Ruth Pagano 

Greenfield, MA  

Barbara Parry 

Shelburne MA 

Christine Pellerin 

Montague, MA 

John Pollard, Retired 

Shelburne, MA 

Donna M. Reilly 

Shelburne Falls, MA  

Susan Ribeiro R.N. 

Greenfield, MA. 

Rachel Roberts 

Greenfield MA  

John Root, Chair 

Amherst Refuse &Recycling Committee 

Amherst, MA  

Gary Sanderson 

Owner, Old Tavern Farm 

Greenfield MA 

Phyllis Sazama 

Turners Falls, MA 

Janet Sinclair 

Shelburne Falls, MA 

Carissa Sinclair 

South Deerfield, MA 

Julia Sinclair 

South Deerfield, MA 

DiAnn Speth 

Greenfield, MA 

 

Dr. Robert Speth  

Greenfield, M 

Howard N. Stone 

GAD CMMI Coordination 

Director, Global Applications Delivery 

Greenfield, MA 

Debra Sullivan  

Shelburne Falls, MA 

Tom Tolg 

Greenfield, MA 

James Thornley 

Wendell Board of Health 

Wendell, MA 

Tom Tolg 

Greenfield, MA 

Stuart Warner 

Leverett, MA 

Lee Ann Warner 

Leverett, MA 

Jesse Weeks  

Princeton, MA 01541 

Megan Weeks 

Princeton, MA 01541 

Cameran Weeks 

Princeton, MA 01541 

Jon Weissman  

Granby,MA 01033 

  



Helen Wisner 

Holden, MA 01520 

Mark Zacche 

Owner, Olive Street Development, LLC 

Greenfield, MA  01301 

Lenny Zarcone 

Greenfield, MA 01301 

Anna Zewinski  

South Deerfield, MA 

 

Michaelann Bewsee                                                               Frank Rozelle                                                                           

Springfield MA 01104                                                           Shelburne Falls, MA 

 

Christine Kovalchick                                                             David Kilpinen 

Gill, MA 01354                                                                       Gill, MA 01354 

 

Carol Remillard                                                                     Robert Nagle 

Greenfield, MA 01301                                                          Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

Eric Kovalchick                                                                       Amanda Lane 

Turners Falls, MA 01376                                                        Turners Falls, MA 01376 

 

Annie Perry                                                                            Robert Perry 

Gill, MA 01354                                                                      Gill, MA  01354 

 

Grace Perry                                                                              Michael Slahetka  

Gill, MA 01354                                                                      Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

Richard DiGeorge                                                                   Penny Waruch  

Greenfield, MA 01301                                                            Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

Carol DiGeorge                                                                         Edward Wirt 

Greenfield, MA 01301                                                              Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

Julie Beres  Bonley                                                                 Francis O'Sullivan  

Greenfield, MA 01301                                                           Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

James Beres                                                                             Bonney O'Sullivan 

Greenfield, MA 01301                                                            Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

James A Hume                                                                          Mark Koyama 

Greenfield, Ma. 01301                                                               Montague, MA  

 

 

Suzanne Carlson                                                                             Peter Joppe 

Greenfield, MA                                                                               Shelburne, MA 

 



 

GLEN A. AYERS, R.S., C.H.O., Regional Health Agent 

Massachusetts Registered Sanitarian # 1318 

Franklin County Cooperative Public Health Service 

c/o Franklin Regional  Council of Governments 

12 Olive Street, Greenfield, MA 01301 

 

  


